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these kingdoms from a liquor which, when used in excess,
has a malignity to the last degree dangerous, which at
once inebriates and poisons, impairs, the force of the un-
derstanding, and destroys the vigour of the body; and to
attain this, I think it absolutely right to lay a tax upon
these liquors.

Of the vice of drunkenness, my lords, no man has a
stronger abhorrence than myself; of the pernicious conse-
quences of these liquors, which are now chiefly used by the
common people, no man is more fully convinced, and
therefore, none can more zealously wish that drunkenness
may be suppressed, and distilled spirits withheld from the
people.

The disorders mentioned by the noble lord, are undoubt-
edly the consequences of the present use of these liquors,
but these are not its worst effects. The offenders against
the law, may by the law be sometimes reclaimed, and at
other times cutoff; nor can these practices, however in-
jurious to particular persons, in any great degree* impair
the general happiness. The worst effects, therefore, of
the use of spirits, are that idleness and extravagance which
it has introduced among the common people, by which our
commerce must be obstructed, and our present riches and
plenty every day diminished.

This pernicious practice, my lords, is disseminated far-
ther than could be reasonably believed by those whose in-
terest has not incited, or curiosity induced them to inquire
into the practice of the different classes of men. It is well
known, that the farmers have been hitherto distinguished
by the virtues of frugality, temperance, and industry; that
they laboured hard, and spent little; and were, therefore,
justly considered as an innocent and useful part of the
community, whose employment and parsimony preserved
them in a great measure from the general infection of vice
which spread its influence among the traders and men of
estates.

But even this abstemious class of men, my lords, have
of late relaxed their frugality, and suffered themselves to
be tempted by this infatuating liquor; nor is any thing